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HOW TO USE THIS PACKET 
Summer is right around the corner and we want you and your CAP to be as prepared as possible.  This information 
packet provides key details about your camper’s experience at Keystone Science School. Please take the time to 
read and review this with your camper.  Please note that in addition to this information packet, you will need to 
register online and fill out supplemental paperwork. Supplemental paperwork, along with your final payment, 
should be completed as soon as possible but no later than May 1. 

If any questions arise as you and your camper prepare for camp, please contact the Camp Office at 
Camp@KeystoneScienceSchool.org or (970) 455-4228.  Below you will find a checklist, which will help you and your 
camper to prepare for their summer at Keystone Science School. 

Parent Checklist  

 READ AND REVIEW THE INFORMATION PACKET 

 COMPLETE ONLINE REGISTRATION AND SUPPLEMENTAL FORMS BY MAY 1ST 

 PAY BALANCE BY MAY 1ST 

 SPEAK WITH YOUR CAP LEADING UP TO HIS/HER SESSION 

 REVIEW THE PACKING CHECKLIST (pages 8-9) 

 CAPs, PACK YOUR BAGS! 

 QUESTIONS / CONCERNS?  Please contact us at LThatcher@KeystoneScienceSchool.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://campscui.active.com/orgs/KeystoneScienceSchool5
mailto:Camp@KeystoneScienceSchool.org
https://campscui.active.com/orgs/KeystoneScienceSchool5
mailto:LThatcher@KeystoneScienceSchool.org
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KSS OVERVIEW 

Background  
Since 1976, Keystone Science School has taught scientific principles and leadership skills to young people, teachers, and 
community members through engaging hands-on field experiences. The School was founded on the belief that leaders 
should approach decision-making with a healthy respect for scientific inquiry, collaboration, and civic engagement. Our 
programs prepare future leaders to address the increasingly complex issues our society faces. 
 
Located at 9,200 feet on the site of Old Keystone Village in Keystone, Colorado, our historic 23-acre campus serves as 
the ultimate outdoor laboratory and is the home base for our diverse suite of programs. Our facilities include modern 
log-style dormitories, a central dining hall, an outdoor amphitheater, and a state-of-the-art observatory. 
 

Mission  
Keystone Science School educates youth and adults to broaden perspectives and foster appreciation for engaged 
citizenship.  We accomplish this through meaningful and collaborative learning experiences in the natural mountain 
environment that incorporate non-biased scientific inquiry, leadership development, civic engagement and academic 
rigor.  
 

Vision  
By 2020, Keystone Science School will reach beyond its 23-acre campus to bring high-quality science and sustainability 
programming and experiences to diverse communities across the country. With upgraded energy efficient facilities for 
faculty and participants, KSS envisions enhanced program offerings, increased community partnerships, and broader 
funding opportunities.  KSS’s leadership in the industry will be recognized and our staff sought after to provide guidance 
in the areas of science and outdoor education, partnership development, and financial sustainability. 

 
Values  
We change lives.  It’s a lofty claim, but we know that people are impacted through their experiences at Keystone Science 
School.  Our lives have been transformed and we inspire others to reflect, grow and change as well.   
 
We foster open, honest relationships. We care about each other and those we serve and strive to be approachable, 
friendly and authentic in all interactions.  We believe that being mindful leads to higher levels of professionalism and 
instills trust.   
 
We strive for excellence.  We maintain high expectations for ourselves and seek challenges for the betterment of those 
we serve.  We embrace an entrepreneurial spirit and incorporate innovative ideas into our programs.   
 
We find joy in teaching and learning.  We live our mission and bring fun and laughter to everything we do, every day.  
We’re academic, but far from boring.   
 
We ask questions and seek solutions.  We inspire critical thinking in each other and those with whom we work.  By 
presenting topics and issues in a non-biased way, we provide tools to learn how to think, not what to think.    
 
We are accountable.  The numbers are equally as important as the mission.  Transparency is critical and we keep a close 
eye on financial success. 
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CAMP OVERVIEW 
 

Why the Counselor Assistant Program?  
We believe that every child deserves camp. We foster personal relationships, independence, and an appreciation for the 
outdoors through life-changing experiences. With excellent customer service and high energy, Keystone Science School 
Camp programs achieve a strong sense of community, while promoting critical thinking through Science. Adventure. Fun!  

The Counselor Assistant Program (CAP) offers teenagers the opportunity to serve as role models, develop as leaders, and 
make a difference in the lives of others. CAPs take part in all aspects of the Discovery and Day Camp programs. They 
assist with activity implementation, organizing campers, and participating in special leadership workshops tailored just 
for them. 

CAPs end their session(s) with new leadership skills, a letter from their counselor mentor, and personalized feedback.  

History 
The CAP program was started nearly 15 years ago because a 13-year-old camper named Kyle Ordway was too old to 
continue coming to camp as a camper and he was too young to be a counselor. The directors at the time found a way to 
keep Kyle at camp, creating a program that allowed him to develop as a leader and grow as a role model for children. 
Most importantly, Kyle was able to carry on the traditions and legacy of Keystone Science School each summer. Kyle 
eventually became a counselor and passed away in autumn 2006. His legacy lives on through our CAP program. Your 
teenagers are the next generation of counselors and leaders for children. 
 

Camp Facilities and Lodging Options  
Residential campers stay in one of our two log-style dormitories or in Tipi Town. Rives Hall, situated between the two 
dormitories, serves a dual purpose as our dining hall and a meeting space for activities and indoor presentations. We 
offer astronomy programming in our on-site observatory, and the adjacent yurt (a cozy, free-standing round classroom) 
provides additional teaching space. 

Overview of CAP Activities  
CAP Leadership Themes: Each CAP session throughout the summer includes a new leadership theme, such as trust, 
communication, and lesson planning.  This theme will be integrated into everything that your CAP does, beginning with 
CAP Training and continuing through CAP Candle Chats, evening workshops, and helping out with camp programming.  
 

CAP Letter: Although the CAP program has open enrollment, every CAP, returning and new, will have to write a letter as 
part of their supplemental paperwork.  There is a list of questions available on your online account and CAPs can choose 
to answer them in small paragraphs or in cover letter form. This should be sent in with the CAP’s paperwork no later 
than May 1. 
 

CAP Training: Every CAP session will begin with a training workshop.  During this time, CAP’s will fill out a self-
evaluation, find out what age group they are working with, find out their counselor mentor, and set goals for their camp 
session. 
 

Counselor Mentors: Every CAP will have a counselor mentor for their session.  They will spend the most time with this 
counselor and their camper group.  At the end of the session, counselor mentors will write a letter to their CAP, giving 
them feedback, speaking to their successes and encouraging them for the future. 
 

CAP Candle Chats/Snack Chats: Each day/evening, our campers gather around a candle (or glowing object) to 
decompress from their day and talk about different topics.  CAPs will get to participate in camper Candle & Snack Chats, 
however, they will also have their own.  The leadership themes will tie into the topics discussed and give CAPs a chance 
to check-in with one another and with their program directors. 
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Program Types  
 

Discovery Camp (Residential CAP) 
- Grades: 10-12 
- Drop-off/Pick-up: 10:30 AM drop-off and 10:00 AM pick-up with a family slideshow at the KSS Campus 
- Fees: Total fee is based on your session length and lodging choice. See our website for more details. 
- Groups: CAPs will have the opportunity to choose their preferred age group. 
- Special Features: Each CAP will be given a counselor-mentor, time to work on new leadership skills, and 

personalized feedback. Resume-writing help and a reference letter from our Camp Director are also available to 
17-year old CAPs. 

- Wilderness Overnight: All CAPs will participate in a 1-night/2-day backpacking overnight and challenge hike (If 
your CAP is signed up for our Adventure Week, they will participate in a 2-night/3-day trip.) This is one of the 
most important parts of the CAP experience, as each CAP will be given ample amounts of leadership 
opportunities from their counselor mentors while on their trips. 

- Adventure Day: Each session there are two options for adventure days. CAPs will be asked their preference on 
the first day of their session, but will be placed where we need them. 

- CAP Leadership Focus: Each week will have a different leadership focus that will be incorporated into every 
aspect of your CAP’s session. 

- Supernova Mentor: Our Supernova 14ers program is for our 14-year-old Discovery campers. Each 14er will have 
a CAP mentor. Depending on the number of Supernovas per session, CAPs may have the opportunity to share 
insight and advice on the next steps at camp. 

- Capacity/Lodging: Space is limited, with only 8 spots per session (four males and four females). CAPs can also 
register for Discovery Camp’s Tipi Town each session (one male and one female spot per session). Register early. 

 
Day Camp 

- Grades: 7-12 
- Time: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday-Friday. Drop-in days are not available for this program. 
- Drop-off/Pick-up Locations: KSS Campus or Summit High School. 
- Weekly Fee: $275 per session. 
- Groups: CAPs will work with our younger Day Campers, usually grades K-3 
- Special Features: Each CAP will be given a counselor-mentor, time to work on new leadership skills with our 

Leadership Director, and personalized feedback. Resume-writing help and a reference letter from our Camp 
Director are also available to 17-year old CAPs 

- CAP Leadership Focus: Each week will have a different leadership focus that will be incorporated into every 
aspect of your CAP’s session. 

- Adventure Day: CAPs will all go on the faraway adventure together for some CAP bonding and to help out the 
counselors while off-campus. 

- Wednesday Overnights: Optional overnights are $80 and include dinner, breakfast, and lunch the following day. 
CAPs will also have an opportunity to participate in special CAP-only activities. Overnight activities may include 
fishing, archery, and campfires. Available as an option during registration. 

- Family Night: KSS Campus, Thursdays, 5:00 PM. Join your CAP for an activity at the end of the camp day 
(activities vary based on session) 

- Thursday Dress-up: Each Thursday we invite campers and CAPs to show their imagination and dress up in a 
costume connected to the theme for the week. 

- Capacity: There are only a handful of Day Camp CAP sessions during the summer. Space is limited, so register 
early! 

DISCOVERY CAMP CAP SPECIFICS 
 

http://www.keystonescienceschool.org/Camp
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Luggage  
The dormitory rooms at Keystone Science School have space for a foot locker, large duffel bag, or suitcase to be stored 
underneath the beds.  Any CAP staying in Tipi Town should pack in something waterproof, such as a trunk, a plastic tub, 
or a dry bag. Please pack only what is necessary for your stay.  A daypack is necessary for use each day while at camp 
and can also be used for carry-on luggage if flying.  On a typical day, each camper will carry the following: rain gear, an 
additional warm layer, sunscreen, sunglasses, lip balm, pen/pencil, camera, hat, a lunch, and 2 one-liter water bottles.  
Please make sure their day pack can comfortably hold these items and that all straps and zippers are intact, functional, 
and close properly.  CAPs will also need a backpacking pack for their wilderness trip and challenge hike.  This bag must 
be large enough to fit their sleeping bag, sleeping pad, warm clothes, rain gear and some group gear.  It must also have a 
hip strap and be properly fitted for the camper.  We do not have enough gear to lend out to every camper, so please try 
and come to camp prepared with the proper equipment. 
 

Trail Permits  
Keystone Science School operates under a USFS special use permit in the White River National Forest. This allows us 
access to over 60 trails throughout Summit County to take our campers hiking and camping on. This is a great privilege 
that we have and we would not be able to run our programs without it.  
 

Please be aware that there are restrictions to this permit. Some trails can only be accessed during certain times of the 
summer season and we only have an allotted amount of days on each of our permitted trails. We must comply with all of 
the Forest Service rules and regulations, which often vary year-to-year.  
 

Weather also plays a large part in the overnight trips that we can choose throughout the summer. When Colorado has a 
big winter, the snow doesn’t melt on the peaks fully until late June. This means that we have to make the safest choices 
possible for our early Discovery Camp sessions. 
 

Mail  
CAPs love to get mail!  The absolute best way to show your pride in your CAP is to send mail. If you intend to write your 
child, please mail your letters so that he/she will receive them prior to his/her 
departure date.  It can take at least three (3) days for parcels to arrive.  
 

If your CAP would like to write letters home, please note that we do not sell 
stamps, postcards, or stationery.  We recommend sending your CAP with pre-
stamped and pre-addressed stationary.   
 

Email  
We have an email address for families who would like to write to their CAPs electronically: 

CamperMail@KeystoneScienceSchool.org 

Please put your CAP’s first name, last name, and session in the subject line. Emails will be printed out and given out 
during mail call. It is amazing the effect a few lines of text can have on a camper! Please note: campers will not have 
access to a computer to write back as we follow a “no electronics policy” at camp. 
 

Care Packages  
You are welcome to send a care package to your CAP. However, we request that you include enough items for your 
CAP’s 3 bunkmates (Tipi Town CAPs will have 5 camper tipi-mates ). This instantly makes you the coolest parent ever and 
preemptively prevents any homesickness outbreaks from campers who may not have received anything.  Please do not 
include any edible items, including candy or gum.  Any food sent in a care package will be confiscated due to the 
wonderful wildlife on campus.  
Some fun ideas for packages: lanyard, embroidery floss, silly putty, Mad Libs, dollar store toys, bubbles, glow sticks 

 

Mail, email, and care packages will be delivered Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays between 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM. 
(Please note: Times may vary for special sessions such as Adventure Week and Discovery Deluxe) 

PACKING CHECKLIST:  DISCOVERY CAMP  

mailto:CamperMail@KeystoneScienceSchool.org
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Below you will find a recommended packing list consisting of items required to stay safe and warm during the trip with 
KSS.  The amount of clothing is representative of a typical 6-day stay and should be adjusted for longer or shorter trips. 
(Discovery Deluxe CAPs will be able to do laundry mid-session and Adventure Week CAPs will go on a 2-night 
backpacking trip.) 
 
Please Note: Although the days are gloriously sunny and comfortably warm, the evenings can be surprisingly cool, 
sometimes in the low 30’s (F). Afternoon thunderstorms are also frequent making good rain gear and warm clothes a 
must.   Please pack appropriate equipment for the off-site overnight. There is no need to buy all new clothing and 
equipment for camp.  It is recommended that your child wear comfortable, well-used clothing (especially hiking boots 
and backpack) that is appropriate for hiking, playing outdoors, and camping.  Synthetic gear tends to do the best in an 
active camp environment.  Laundry facilities are not available except for emergencies. Expect your CAP to have fun & get 
dirty!  
 

⃝ Suitcase 
We recommend packing your camper’s gear in one duffel bag. Tipi Town CAPs: Please pack in a 
waterproof suitcase or a plastic tub. Campers will have to carry their gear from the car to the 
dorm/tipi, although we will have staff on hand to help. 

⃝ Day Pack 
Backpack with two arm straps and hip strap, large enough to carry extra layers, lunch, and two 
water bottles. 

⃝ 
Backpacking 
Pack 

At least a 30-liter pack with good, supportive shoulder straps and a hip strap. Must be able to fit 
sleeping bag, sleeping pad, extra clothes, and group gear. Intro campers do NOT need this pack. 

 

CLOTHING 

Tops 

⃝ 4-6 t-shirts/tanks 

⃝ 1-2 long-sleeved shirts 

⃝ 1-2 sweatshirts/hoodies 

⃝ 1 additional warm layer (light 
wool sweater or fleece 
pullover) 

⃝ 1 rain jacket (avoid plastic 
coats and tarp-like ponchos) 

⃝ *If participating in rafting, 
please pack appropriate 
clothing (river shoes, bathing 
suit, quick dry shorts/t-shirt) 

Bottoms 

⃝ 3-6 pairs of shorts (at least 2 
pairs should be non-cotton and 
suitable for hiking) 

⃝ 1-2 pairs of pants 

⃝ 1 set of sleepwear 

⃝ 6 pairs of underwear 

⃝ 1 set of long underwear 

⃝ 1 pair of rain pants (must be 
waterproof) 

 

FEET, HANDS, HEAD 

⃝ 1 pair of tennis shoes 

⃝ 1 pair of sturdy, worn-in hiking 
boots 

⃝ *Optional: 1 pair of strapped-
in sandals such as Chacos or 
Tevas (NO flip-flops) 

⃝ 4-6 pairs of socks (2 pairs 
must be synthetic/wool) 

⃝ 1 ball cap or bucket hat 

⃝ 1 beanie or warm hat 

⃝ 1 pair of sunglasses 

 
OUTDOOR GEAR 

Must all fit in backpacking pack 

⃝ Sleeping bag (30°warmth 
minimum w/stuff sack) 

⃝ Insulated ground pad 

⃝ 2 liter-sized water bottles with 
screw-on lids 

⃝ 1 bowl/spoon (Plastic 
Tupperware works great) 

⃝ Headlamp or flashlight 

⃝ 1 pair of river crossing shoes 
(old tennis shoes or sturdy 
strapped-in sandals) 

⃝ 4-5 extra large garbage bags 
for lining packs. 

 

LINENS & TOILETRIES 

⃝ *Optional: (most campers use 
their sleeping bags) sheets 
and blanket  

⃝ Pillow and pillow case 

⃝ Towel and washcloth 

⃝ Laundry bag 

⃝ Toothbrush/toothpaste 

⃝ Shampoo/conditioner/soap 

⃝ Comb/brush 

⃝ Sunscreen & lip balm (both 
must be SPF 30 or higher) 

 
MISCELLANEOUS/OPTIONAL 

⃝ Camera (Disposables are 
recommended) 

⃝ 100% white cotton t-shirts for 
tie-dye 

⃝ A costume for the theme of 
the week 

⃝ Stationary & stamps 

⃝ Journal, pens, & pencils 

⃝ Books (no eReaders) 

⃝ Something comforting from 
home 
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DAY CAMP CAP SPECIFICS 
 

Family Night  
Every Thursday evening of the Day Camp summer is Family Night! We invite friends and family to join us at the Science 
School at 5:00pm. This is a very special evening for the campers, CAPs and the staff and a great way for you to connect 
with your CAP’s camp experience.  Depending on the theme of the week, we will host a different activity. Activities 
range from a viewing of the session’s video to a family kickball game. You will be notified of the activity in your weekly 
email and your parent communiqué. A DVD of the session’s video will be available for purchase after the presentation or 
for pre-order through your online account. 

Lunch  
Keystone Science School provides a daily afternoon snack and a hot lunch every Friday.  Bag lunches are available for 
purchase ($6/day) but we encourage families to pack healthy lunches for their campers to bring daily.  KSS is a nut-free 
campus and as such, we ask that you please send your camper’s lunch free of any nut products.  Please pack a healthy, 
balanced meal, avoiding sugary snacks such as sodas and candy. 

Optional Overnights  
Day Camp Overnights will be offered every Wednesday night, throughout the summer, for all of our Day Camp 
programs.  These are optional and provide a great chance for your CAP to continue to work on their leadership 
experience.  CAPs will have the opportunity to participate in a CAP-only activity and spend some bonding time together. 
Optional overnights are $80 and include dinner, breakfast and lunch the following day.  There is a maximum capacity of 
45 campers per overnight.  Register online or call for more information. 
 

Packing List  
Please make sure that your Day Camp CAP comes prepared each day with a day pack.  This day pack should be able to fit 
a 1-liter water bottle, rain gear (please no ponchos), a warm layer, a baseball cap or similar, sunscreen and sunglasses.  
Please make sure your CAP comes with breakfast in their belly and sunscreen on.  Sturdy shoes, such as sneakers or 
hiking shoes, will be needed each day.  Please no flip-flops, knives or fire-making devices.  Have your CAP write their 
name on everything!  KSS is not responsible for lost items. 
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CAMP POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS 
Please read the following material CAREFULLY.  Share this with your teenager so that he or she also understands our 
policies and is more comfortable with their camp experience. 

Camper Behavior  
Our staff will communicate with CAPs about behavior expectations and will address inappropriate behavior, as needed.  
If a CAP behaves in any way that is considered by KSS staff to be detrimental to the quality and best interest of the 
program or other campers, KSS reserves the right to dismiss that CAP from the program.  This type of dismissal may 
result from behavior such as, but not limited to, the use of drugs or alcohol, refusal to cooperate, or endangering the 
health and safety, emotional or physical well being of any person involved in the KSS program, including themselves.  
When a teenager is dismissed from the program, parents or guardians of the child will be contacted by the Camp 
Director and asked to pick up their child and remove him/her from the program.  No refund of program fees will be 
provided for students dismissed from the program for inappropriate conduct. It is at the discretion of the Camp Director 
if your child can return for another session that summer or future summers. 

What Can I Bring to Camp  
Campers are responsible for bringing their own personal gear and equipment.  Although we have some gear to lend out, 
we do not have enough to outfit everyone.  Campers must also bring their own toiletries and personal items such as 
pens, notebooks, stamps, cameras, etc. Please see pages 8-9 for a full packing list.  Please do not allow your child to 
bring a knife of any type or any fire-making devices. Continue reading below to find out what else may or may not be 
appropriate to bring to camp.  
 
Food: We believe in promoting a healthy, balanced diet. Although we offer a dessert option with many of our dinners, 
we do not allow “junk food” such as candy, gum, or soda. No food should be brought to camp (besides lunch for Day 
Camp CAPs) nor should you send care packages containing food while at camp.   

Please indicate any special dietary needs on the camper’s heath information form and we will work with you and your 
camper to meet those needs. Our chef makes wonderful accommodations for those allergic to peanuts, tree nuts, 
wheat, gluten, or dairy. Remind your campers that may have selective diets or are “picky eaters” that camp is a great 
place to try new foods! 

 
Electronic Devices: Our definition of “electronic devices” includes: radios, iPods and other music players, laser pointers, 
electronic games, cell phones, laptops, eReaders, tablets, and camcorders or other recording devices.  These items are 
NOT allowed at camp. Campers are constantly engaged in plenty of outdoor and community-based activities and will not 
need additional stimulating input. This policy is in our liability form and campers will be reminded at the beginning of 
their camp session.  Any electronic devices found after that time will be confiscated for the duration of the camp 
session. What is allowed? Disposable and digital cameras are permitted during camp activities, but are prohibited in the 
dorms and tipis. Cameras will be held for safekeeping by KSS staff. 
 
Spending Money: It is not necessary for campers to bring spending money.  If your camper is interested in purchasing 
items from the School Store, they can do so on the first and last day of each session.  Our staff is happy to accept tips if 
they are offered – however we do not ask for, nor expect, this type of treatment.  
 
Pets: All pets must be left at home. We also discourage campers from acquiring pets while at camp. 
 

Lost & Found  
At the parent slideshow, at the end of each session, we will have a Lost & Found table.  We will hold all Lost & Found 
items until the end of our summer. If your camper is missing a personal item, please call the Camp Office (970) 455-4228 
and we will look for it.  However, you can help with the finding process. Please write your camper’s name on everything 
that they bring to camp. You can stop by campus to pick it up or there is a $6 shipping charge to mail it.  Anything not 
claimed by the end of the summer will either be donated to our gear shed or to a local thrift shop. 
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Communication With KSS  
The Camp Team will keep you informed of session information and reminders throughout the year via email. During 
your camper’s session, parents needing to contact KSS Staff should call the Camp Office at (970) 455-4228.  Please notify 
the Camp Team in advance if your camper is to be picked up by a parent or guardian at any time during the session or if 
a family emergency occurs. Campers will not be able to make phone calls during their session, but our staff can relay any 
important messages to campers. 
 

Phone Calls  
We have a strict no-phone-home policy. Keystone Science School has found that phone calls home disrupt the overall 
camp experience, which is focused on independence and positive separation from home.  They also tend to enhance 
homesickness and stress from separation. Prior to sending your child to camp, please avoid saying things like “Call us if 
you have any problems” or “We’re only a phone call away!” Communication with your camper is best done through 
letters and email. If a family emergency arises in which you must contact your child prior to the end of the camp session, 
please call the Camp Office at (970) 455-4228.  

 For children arriving by plane:  Your child will be able to call you to let you know that he or she has arrived 
safely.  You may choose to send a cell phone with your child so that they may be able to call and notify you of 
safe arrival; however, KSS will hold the cell phone upon arrival at camp until returning the child to the airport. 

 

Visits  
Please do not attempt to execute a “surprise” visit for your camper. Personal visits by family and friends are limited to 
opening and closing days of the camp session. Visits from parents and loved ones disrupt the camp experience and 
increase the potential for other children to feel homesick.  
 

Registration Process  
To register for any of our CAP sessions, please visit our website at www.KeystoneScienceSchool.org/camp and click on 
our “Register Now” link on the Camp Programs page.  You will set up an online account and register your camper(s).  A 
20% deposit is due upon registration. All deposits are non-refundable. 
 

Helpful Tip: If you save your credit card information you will be able to set up a balance payment plan and use it for 
extra session options including DVDs, overnights, drop-in days, and even additional sessions.   
 

Paperwork 
Supplemental paperwork is needed for all of our programs in addition to registration. Once you've registered online, 
please check your confirmation email, which will tell you exactly which forms are needed for your sessions. All 
supplemental can be found on your online account. Some forms can be filled out online and some will need to be 
printed and filled out. Once completed, we highly encourage you to scan and upload your paperwork to your online 
account. For questions regarding registration and paperwork please call Lisa Thatcher at (970) 455-4228 or email 
at Camp@KeystoneScienceSchool.org. 
 

Your tuition balance and all paperwork is due by May 1. If registered after May 1, full payment and 
paperwork is due by June 1.  Any registrations that happen after camp has started will require full payment 
and paperwork at the time of registration.  
 

Cancellations 
Only the non-refundable deposit will be retained for cancellations made 15 days or more prior to the respective session 
of camp.  Cancellations postmarked within 15 days of the beginning of the respective session will be subject to a penalty 
of 50% of tuition.  No deductions are permitted for late arrivals or early departures.  If any camper is forced to leave the 
program due to behavior, injury or illness, a prorated refund, not to exceed 50% of tuition, may be granted.  

          

  

http://www.keystonescienceschool.org/camp
https://campscui.active.com/orgs/KeystoneScienceSchool5
https://campsself.active.com/KeystoneScienceSchool5
mailto:Camp@KeystoneScienceSchool.org
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HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Our number one concern is to ensure the health and safety of each camper. All of our staff has, at a minimum, training 
in Wilderness First Aid and CPR. The majority of our team holds a current Wilderness First Responder (WFR) certification 
and our Camp Director and Assistant Director hold medication administrator licenses in addition to their WFR. Our staff 
uniforms include first aid kits that are carried at all times. Several medical clinics are located within a 5-10 minute drive 
of Keystone Science School and helicopter service to larger hospitals is available. 
 

Partnering With Parents For Student Care  
Since 1976, Keystone Science School has provided the highest quality, dynamic outdoor learning experiences for 
campers.  We need information from parents in order to provide the best experience possible for your children.  Please 
fill out all of the supplemental medical paperwork completely, have it signed, and scan it to your online account 
promptly.  These forms include the KSS Liability Form (signed online), KSS Medical Form, Physician’s Form (signed by 
doctor), Medication Form (if camper will be taking medications while at camp, and the Allergy/Asthma Action Plan (if 
camper carries Epi-Pen and/or inhaler and is signed by the doctor). It is essential that we receive this information so 
that we can effectively assist campers in the event of sudden illness or injury. 
 

CAMPERS WHO HAVE NOT SUBMITTED THEIR COMPLETED AND SIGNED PAPERWORK WILL NOT BE  
PERMITTED TO PARTICIPATE IN THEIR SUMMER SESSION(S). 

 

Health Screening  
Upon arrival at camp your camper will undergo a short health screening. We do this to ensure the overall health of the 
camp community. This process ultimately ensures your camper leaves camp as healthy as they began. We will ask about 
recent injuries, how they feel, and do a quick, non-invasive lice check. 
 

Medications  
Each camper must give any medications to our on-site medical staff for safekeeping at the start of the session. This 
includes vitamins, over-the-counter pain relievers, prescription medicine, homeopathic remedies, and/or herbal 
medications.   
 

Please make sure that all medications are in their original bottles and are listed on your camper’s medication 
authorization form.  If your camper carries an inhaler or an EPI-pen, they must tell their counselor where it is at the start 
of camp, but they can keep it on their person. Please make sure that you have filled out an Allergy/Asthma Action Plan 
form and that is has been signed by a doctor. This form will be sent to you before May 1. 
 

Our on-site medical staff will be in charge of giving out medications throughout the session and you will have a chance 
to speak with them as part of the check-in process.  Medications will be kept in a secure place, and returned at the end 
of camp. If your camper becomes ill prior to arriving at camp, please call or write in advance to let us know about his/her 
condition.  
 

We do carry some medications in our first aid kits. All of these medications are listed on the KSS Medical Form. Please 
make sure to read them over and mark off any medications that you do not wish our staff to administer to your camper, 
in case of injury or illness. 
 

Insurance  
Cost for treatment arising out of an accident or injury while at camp is the responsibility of the camper’s 
parent/guardian.  Campers should have medical insurance, and proof of said insurance should be provided to Keystone 
Science School on the KSS Medical form.  If there is any question about this, please call the Camp Office at 970-455-
4228. 
 

Food Allergies  
Keystone Science School staff is prepared to manage common food allergies (nuts/dairy/gluten/etc.) if they are properly 
noted on your camper’s medical form. It is much harder to accommodate dietary restrictions if we’re not made aware of 
them ahead of time. Please communicate allergies and dietary restrictions to our Camp Team and note them on your 
camper’s medical form.
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FOR CAP’S EYES ONLY 

We look forward to seeing you this summer at Keystone Science School.  Whether you have been here before or maybe 
this is your first time to camp, we guarantee your session will be a new and unique experience.  Here are some hints and 
tips when packing and then a couple things for you to do to prepare for your visit.   
 

Packing Tips  

 Follow the packing list closely. Weather changes frequently in Summit County and we want you to be 
comfortable during your stay. Remember to pack layers. 

 Don’t bring your best clothes. It is more important to be prepared for the weather and conditions, so do not 
worry about being stylish. 

 Make sure you have sturdy, comfortable hiking or walking shoes because you will be spending your days outside 
and on the trail. 

 Leave candy and other junk food at home. Food cannot be brought in to the dorms. 

 Electronics (iPods, computer games, etc.) are not allowed at camp. But don’t worry, you are going to be so busy 
having fun with your new friends, there won’t be time to miss your iPad or your eReader. You can bring a 
camera (digital or disposable), but you must be responsible for taking care of it. 

 Please leave cell phones at home. They are also not allowed at camp. Instead, bring stationary and stamps and 
you can write letters to all of your family and friends. 

 Keystone Science School has a school store that will be open when your parents are here (at drop-off and pick-
up). You do not need to carry any spending money on you while you are at camp. 

CAP Expectations  
The leap from camper to CAP can sometimes feel like a huge gap. We want you to feel as comfortable as possible during 
your session(s). Read below to find out what will be expected of you so that you can get the most Science. Adventure. 
Fun! out of camp! 

- You are no longer just a camper. Distinguish between being a leader and being a camper.  This is a hard 
transition. Knowing your role in the group, on trips, during snack, etc is extremely important. 

- Always be aware that you are a role model and be a positive LEADER with the campers. If you make bad choices, 
so will the campers. 

- Maintain a positive attitude. It’s sometimes hard to be a CAP, but you will constantly be surrounded by support. 
- Work with your assigned mentor. They are there for you and want you to succeed. 
- Maintain good communication with counselors at all times. There are daily opportunities for you to check in. 

- Participate, participate, participate! If you’re not having fun, challenging yourself, or learning, neither are the 
campers. 

- Have fun!  Believe it or not, the campers are always watching, and when a CAP is having a good time, so will the 
campers. This is a huge part of what camp is all about. 

- Help camper groups create cheers and group unity. 
- Be involved in the teaching of at least one activity during Discovery Hikes.  Work with the counselors to choose 

an activity you feel comfortable with. Later you will receive feedback on your total CAP experience including the 
teaching portion. Be open to feedback. 

- Lead and participate in Camper Choice periods. 
- Be a friend - start conversations at meals and in the van; include campers who are left out of the group; 

discourage cliques. 
- Help be the “eyes and ears” of camp.  There is something special about the CAP/camper relationship and CAPs, 

in the past, have informed staff of camper safety, both physical and emotional. 
- Assist counselors during all-camp programs. Create, participate, and lead amazing activities. 
- Share your ideas! We are always excited about new possibilities. 
- Encourage campers to participate in all activities, including the talent show, early-bird activities and free play. 
- Help campers mellow out during Mellow Meadow and relax during Feet Off the Floor Time.  
- Help in creating the experiences that will be remembered for a lifetime! 
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TRANSPORTATION, ARRIVAL, & DEPARTURE INFORMATION 
 

Discovery Camp Arrival/Departure Information  
 

Arrival: The arrival time for all Discovery Camp sessions is 10:30am sharp. Please do not arrive earlier.  Our camp staff 
will hold any early arrivals in the parking lot until 10:30am.  If you will be running late or have any trouble finding us, 
please call the Camp Office at (970) 455-4228.  Upon arrival, you and your CAP will be met in the parking lot by our 
Camp Coordinator and Discovery Camp Director. Your CAP will get their health screen, check in medications, and make 
sure that paperwork is all good and up-to-date. If your CAP will be driving themselves, please let the Camp Office know 
as soon as possible. 
 

Departure: On the last day of camp we ask that parents, friends, and family arrive in time for the 10:00am slideshow. 
After some songs, skits, and a few announcements, we’ll present a multimedia slideshow of the session that will last 
approximately 40 minutes. DVDs of the camp video are available for purchase after the presentation or through your 
online account.  Campus will be open for a half hour after the slideshow for a visit to our school store, loading up, 
meeting the counselors and saying final goodbyes. Please abide by these time restrictions, as it is extremely difficult for 
staff to accommodate your child outside of these times. Families late in picking up their child may be charged 
additional fees for extended supervision. 
 

Your Whereabouts: It is important for us to know where you are located during your child’s stay.  If at any time you will 
be at an address and/or phone number different from what you gave us during registration, please let us know by calling 
the Camp Office at (970) 455-4228 or emailing Camp@KeystoneScienceSchool.org.  Please leave a message if no one is 
available to answer. 

 
Directions from Denver: Take Interstate 70 west to the Dillon/Silverthorne Exit 205.  This exit is approximately 75 miles 
west of Denver and is approximately a 1 ½ hour drive.  Take Highway 6 east about 6 miles to Keystone.  At the only 
stoplight in Keystone (W. Keystone Rd.), turn right and then immediately bear left.  Go one-half mile to Soda Ridge Road 
and turn right.  Soda Ridge Road ends at the Keystone Science School (approximately 1.1 miles).  Parking is to the left 
immediately after passing the Keystone Stables.  Please see page 15 for check-in details. 

Travel by Airplane 

If your camper is traveling by plane, please make your child’s airplane reservations for camp as soon as possible so that 
you can adhere to the time frames below. Please email your camper’s itinerary to the Camp Office as soon as possible. A 
KSS staff member will meet your child at the incoming arrivals area in the main concourse, at the top of the escalators. 
Our staff member will be wearing a Keystone Science School T-shirt and holding a KEYSTONE SCIENCE SCHOOL sign for 
easy identification. If you purchase an unaccompanied minor ticket, please contact the Camp Office at 
Camp@KeystoneScienceSchool.org or (970) 455-4228 so that we can help you orchestrate that.  
 
TRAVELERS BY PLANE PLEASE NOTE: A dinner is served on the first day of camp and breakfast is the last meal offered on 
the final day of camp.  Lunches will be made available at no extra charge to children whose air travel plans leave them 
without a meal at lunchtime.  

 
  

Arrival Time:  10:30am sharp on the first day of your camp session.   
Departure Time:  Plan to attend the slideshow presentation at 10:00am on the last day of 
your camper’s session.  Campus will close at approximately 11:30am. 

Arrival at Denver International Airport (DEN): Between 7:00am-9:00am  

Departure from Denver International Airport (DEN): Between 3:00pm-5:00pm  

Fees: $100 round trip/$50 one-way (You can add this option through your online account or as part of registration) 

mailto:Camp@KeystoneScienceSchool.org
mailto:Camp@KeystoneScienceSchool.org
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Day Camp Drop-off/Pick-up Information  
 
 

 
 

Early Arrival/Late Pick-up: In order to accommodate parents’ work schedules, we offer a late pick-up option.  We do not 
offer any pre-camp options.  Campers should not arrive earlier than 8:00am.  Post-camp runs until 5:30pm.  All post-
camp campers must be picked up at the KSS campus and there is an additional fee of $10 per camper, per day.  Please 
call the Camp Office at (970) 455-4228 if you need to add this option.  
 

If you will be running late or have any trouble finding us, please call (970) 455-4228.  Please abide by these time 
restrictions, as it is extremely difficult for staff to accommodate your child outside of these times. 
 

What to expect at drop-off 
- Drop-off begins at 8:00am.  Give yourself extra time, especially on Mondays. We appreciate your patience on 

particularly busy days!  
- Please remain in your vehicle and look for KSS staff to direct you.  You will be approached by a staff member 

holding an iPad.  They will sign your camper(s) in.  On your first day, you will receive your weekly communiqué, 
be asked to check your approved pick-up list, and we will double check if you have any missing paperwork.  If 
you are carpooling with other families or will have a friend or family member dropping off or picking up your 
child, please make sure you alert us in advance. 

- If you have unsigned paperwork or payment due, you will be asked to park and speak with the Camp Coordinator, 
who will be located at a table in the parking area. 

- If your paperwork is all up-to-date you will be directed to the drop-off area.  Again, please remain in your vehicle.  
A staff member will greet you and your camper and help your camper out of the car. 

- We ask that you stay in your vehicle throughout the drop-off process. 
- Please drive slowly out of campus and we’ll see you again at pick-up, starting at 4:30pm 

 

What to expect at pick-up 
- Pick-up begins at 4:30pm.  Give yourself extra time, especially on Mondays. We appreciate your patience on 

particularly busy days!  
- All campers will be waiting at the pick-up area. The first time that you pick up your camper, you will be asked for 

photo ID. Please make sure to have that with you. 

Directions to Keystone Science School:  
 
From Silverthorne/Dillon: Go east (left) on Hwy. 6 towards Dillon and Keystone.  Travel 6.2 miles on Hwy. 6 to the 
first traffic light in Keystone (W. Keystone Rd.).  Take a right on W. Keystone Rd., and immediately bear left.  Go .3 
miles on W. Keystone Rd., and take a right at the first street on the right, Soda Ridge Rd.  Follow Soda Ridge Rd. one 
mile until the stop sign.  Go straight through the stop sign, pass the stables (on the left), and you’ll pull into the KSS 
parking lot. 
From Frisco: Take Hwy. 70 to Hwy. 6 (Exit #205).  Follow the above directions from there. 
From Breckenridge: Take Swan Mountain Rd., towards Summit Cove/Keystone.  At the light, turn right onto Hwy. 6 
and continue following the above directions to the KSS Campus. 

Directions to the High School at Famers Corner:  
 
From Frisco: Take Hwy 9 South towards Breckenridge. Turn Right into the High School at the Swan Mountain Rd. 
Intersection. Look for a KSS van and staff members. 
From Breckenridge: Take Hwy 9 North towards Frisco. Turn Left into the High School at the Swan Mountain Rd.  
Intersection. Look for a KSS van and staff members. 
From Summit Cove: Turn left onto Swan Mountain Rd., from Cove Blvd.  Follow Swan Mountain Rd. until you reach 
the stoplight.  Go straight at the stoplight into the High School parking lot.  Look for a KSS van and staff members. 

Keystone Science School drop-off time is 8:00am-8:30am, pick-up is 4:30pm-5:00pm 
The High School @ Farmer’s Corner drop-off time is 8:00am-8:30am, pick-up is 5:00pm 


