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HOW TO USE THIS PACKET 
Spring-Into-Adventure Camp is right around the corner and we want you and your camper to be as prepared as 
possible.  This information packet provides key details about your camper’s experience at Keystone Science School. 
Please take the time to read and review the information within this packet with your camper.  Please note that in 
addition to this information packet, you will need to register online and fill out supplemental paperwork. If this is 
your first KSS program please fill out all of the supplemental paperwork. If you have registered for any of our 
Summer of Marvel programs and have already sent in your paperwork, you do not have to fill it out again.  

Supplemental paperwork, along with your final payment, should be completed as soon as possible but no later 
than March 9th.  

If any questions arise as you and your camper prepare for camp, please contact the Camp Office at 
LThatcher@KeystoneScienceSchool.org or (970) 455-4228.  Below you will find a checklist, which will help you and your 
camper to prepare for their summer at Keystone Science School. 

Parent Checklist  

 READ AND REVIEW THE INFORMATION PACKET 

 COMPLETE ONLINE REGISTRATION AND SUPPLEMENTAL FORMS BY MARCH 9th 

 PAY BALANCE BY MARCH 9th 

 SPEAK WITH YOUR CAMPER LEADING UP TO HIS/HER SESSION 

 REVIEW THE PACKING CHECKLIST (page 13) 

 CAMPERS, PACK YOUR BAGS! 

 QUESTIONS / CONCERNS?  Please contact us at LThatcher@KeystoneScienceSchool.org 
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KSS OVERVIEW 

 
Background  
Since 1976, Keystone Science School has taught scientific principles and leadership skills to young people, teachers, and 
community members through engaging hands-on field experiences. The School was founded on the belief that leaders 
should approach decision-making with a healthy respect for scientific inquiry, collaboration, and civic engagement. Our 
programs prepare future leaders to address the increasingly complex issues our society faces. 
 
Located at 9,200 feet on the site of Old Keystone Village in Keystone, Colorado, our historic 23-acre campus serves as 
the ultimate outdoor laboratory and is the home base for our diverse suite of programs. Our facilities include modern 
log-style dormitories, a central dining hall, an outdoor amphitheater, and a state-of-the-art observatory. 
 

Mission  
Keystone Science School educates youth and adults to broaden perspectives and foster appreciation for engaged 
citizenship.  We accomplish this through meaningful and collaborative learning experiences in the natural mountain 
environment that incorporate non-biased scientific inquiry, leadership development, civic engagement and academic 
rigor.  
 

Vision  
By 2020, Keystone Science School will reach beyond its 23-acre campus to bring high-quality science and sustainability 
programming and experiences to diverse communities across the country. With upgraded energy efficient facilities for 
faculty and participants, KSS envisions enhanced program offerings, increased community partnerships, and broader 
funding opportunities.  KSS’s leadership in the industry will be recognized and our staff sought after to provide guidance 
in the areas of science and outdoor education, partnership development, and financial sustainability. 

 
Values  
We change lives.  It’s a lofty claim, but we know that people are impacted through their experiences at Keystone Science 
School.  Our lives have been transformed and we inspire others to reflect, grow and change as well.   
 
We foster open, honest relationships. We care about each other and those we serve and strive to be approachable, 
friendly and authentic in all interactions.  We believe that being mindful leads to higher levels of professionalism and 
instills trust.   
 
We strive for excellence.  We maintain high expectations for ourselves and seek challenges for the betterment of those 
we serve.  We embrace an entrepreneurial spirit and incorporate innovative ideas into our programs.   
 
We find joy in teaching and learning.  We live our mission and bring fun and laughter to everything we do, every day.  
We’re academic, but far from boring.   
 
We ask questions and seek solutions.  We inspire critical thinking in each other and those with whom we work.  By 
presenting topics and issues in a non-biased way, we provide tools to learn how to think, not what to think.    
 
We are accountable.  The numbers are equally as important as the mission.  Transparency is critical and we keep a close 
eye on financial success. 
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CAMP OVERVIEW 
 

Why Spring-Into-Adventure Camp?  
We believe that every child deserves camp. We foster personal relationships, independence, and an appreciation for the 
outdoors through life-changing experiences. With excellent customer service and high energy, Keystone Science School 
Camp programs achieve a strong sense of community, while promoting critical thinking through Science. Adventure. Fun!  

Science. 
We make extensive use of the multiple ecosystems around us in order to nurture scientific inquiry and cultivate 
sensitivity to the natural world. KSS’s vision is to help create skilled decision-makers by fostering critical thinking. 
Adventure.  
Children come to us during a stage of life known as “construction of self” - they are literally building the adults 
they will become while at camp. Their building blocks are experiences, and we believe that the more amazing 
the experiences, the more amazing the person they will become. 
Fun!  
We are devoted to creating supportive and enriching experiences that provide campers with opportunities to grow not 
just intellectually, but personally and socially as they develop healthy friendships and create long-lasting memories. 

What is Spring-Into-Adventure Camp?  
Spring in the mountains is something to talk about and so is our Spring-Into-Adventure Camp! We want you and your 
friends to join us in celebrating the change of seasons in Summit County. Learn about the importance of snow, meet 
new counselors, and bring your buddies to enjoy all of the Science. Adventure. Fun! that KSS has to offer! We offer a 2-
night or a 3-option for this program. 
 

Bring-a-Friend to Camp Discount  
Does your camper have a friend or sibling that is interested in sharing in all of the Science. Adventure. Fun!  that KSS has 
to offer? Kick-off your summer by introducing your friends to a blooming spring world. For this program, we offer a 
special 2 for 1 discount. Your camper has the opportunity to bring a new friend or sibling with them to camp for the 
price of one camper. See our website for more details. 
 

Camp Facilities and Lodging Options  
Residential campers stay in one of our two log-style dormitories. Rives Hall, situated between the two dormitories, 
serves a dual purpose as our dining hall and a meeting space for activities and indoor presentations. We offer astronomy 
programming in our on-site, state-of-the-art observatory, and the adjacent yurt (a cozy, free-standing round classroom) 
provides additional teaching space.    

Log-style Dormitories 
Featuring bunk beds, restrooms with showers, and a community space. There are two dormitories, Bighorn Dorm for the 
girls and Henry Dorm for the boys, both of which are located right in the center of campus near Rives Hall. Each room 
sleeps four campers and there are eight rooms in each dorm. There is a counselor room off of the community space that 
sleeps six counselors. All ages can sign up for the dorms, but be aware that rooms are assigned based on age and grade. 
You can request up to two roommates, but there are no guarantees. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://keystonescienceschool.org/education-programs/camp/our-programs/off-season/spring-camp.html
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Spring Camp Activities  
 

Discovery Hikes: Discovery Hikes are the major science education component of Spring camp.  Depending on the 
weather, campers will go on either a hike, snowshoe, or cross country ski for their discovery hike. We choose trails and 
field sites that best suit the needs of the curriculum and the weather conditions. Trails range from one to three miles in 
length and are enhanced with loads of activities, games, investigations, and discoveries. Campers will have the 
opportunity to study snow science and winter ecology.  
 

Feet Off the Floor Time: With such full and active days, it’s important that campers and counselors take a little time for 
low-energy activities.  The only rule during this period is that campers’ feet must not touch the cabin floor.  Some 
campers nap or chat, while others play board games, draw, or read. 
 
Candle Chat: Every evening, our campers gather around a candle (or glowing object) to decompress from their day and 
talk about different topics.  Topics might include the day’s highlights, heroes in our lives and what success means.  No 
one is forced to speak, but we ask that all campers be active listeners. 
 
Camper Choice Periods: This is a popular program block where campers are given a number of activity choices to choose 
from, all incorporating our Science. Adventure. Fun! philosophy. Popular choices are sports, arts and crafts, dissecting 
owl pellets, and tie-dye. 
 
Evening Programs: Every evening there is a planned program presented for or by the campers. Different programs may 
include campfires, scavenger hunts, dance parties, Dutch auctions, or Camp Chaos – a night of unforgettable madness. 
 
Challenge Hikes: This hike is a more challenging than our Discovery Hikes and is meant to celebrate being outdoors with 
our new camp friends. Depending on the weather, campers will go on either a hike, snowshoe, or cross-country ski for 
their challenge hike. Your campers get to choose their challenge based on a “sweat” scale and can opt to be with their 
friends or make new ones. The hiking groups, accompanied by a minimum of two staff members, will hike/ski/snowshoe 
together in one of several beautiful trail options around Summit County. No matter the trail, the views are unbelievable 
and campers are encouraged to bring disposable cameras.   
 
Astronomy: During the duration of Spring camp, weather permitting; campers are given the option to view the night sky 
in a mind-blowing way.  After identifying constellations with our powerful green laser, camp staff escort campers into 
our observatory where they will have a chance to see deep space objects through our state-of-the-art, 14-inch diameter 
telescope. Our telescope allows campers to count the moons of Jupiter, see the color in Andromeda, and gaze at the 
rings of Saturn. 
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CAMP POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS 
Please read the following material CAREFULLY.  Share this with your child so that he or she also understands our 
policies and is more comfortable with their camp experience. 

Camper Behavior  
Our staff will communicate with campers about behavior expectations and will address inappropriate behavior, as 
needed.  If a student behaves in any way that is considered by KSS staff to be detrimental to the quality and best interest 
of the program or other campers, KSS reserves the right to dismiss that camper from the program.  This type of dismissal 
may result from behavior such as, but not limited to, the use of drugs or alcohol, refusal to cooperate, or endangering 
the health and safety, emotional or physical well being of any person involved in the KSS program, including themselves.  
When a child is dismissed from the program, parents or guardians of the child will be contacted by the Camp Director 
and asked to pick up their child and remove him/her from the program.  No refund of program fees will be provided for 
students dismissed from the program for inappropriate conduct. It is at the discretion of the Camp Director if your child 
can return for another session at the Keystone Science School 

What Can I Bring to Camp  
Campers are responsible for bringing their own personal gear and equipment.  Although we have some gear to lend out, 
we do not have enough to outfit everyone. Cross-country skis and snowshoes will be provided by KSS. Campers must 
also bring their own toiletries and personal items such as pens, notebooks, cameras, etc. Please see page 13 for a full 
packing list.  Please do not allow your child to bring a knife of any type or any fire-making devices. Continue reading 
below to find out what else may or may not be appropriate to bring to camp.  
 
Food: We believe in promoting a healthy, balanced diet. Although we offer a dessert option with many of our dinners, 
we do not allow “junk food” such as candy, gum, or soda. No food should be brought to camp nor should you send care 
packages containing food while at camp.   

Please indicate any special dietary needs on the camper’s heath information form and we will work with you and your 
camper to meet those needs. Our chef makes wonderful accommodations for those allergic to peanuts, tree nuts, 
wheat, gluten, or dairy. Remind your campers that may have selective diets or are “picky eaters” that camp is a great 
place to try new foods! 

 
Electronic Devices: Our definition of “electronic devices” includes: radios, iPods and other music players, laser pointers, 
electronic games, cell phones, laptops, eReaders, tablets, and camcorders or other recording devices.  These items are 
NOT allowed at camp. Campers are constantly engaged in plenty of outdoor and community-based activities and will not 
need additional stimulating input. This policy is in our liability form and campers will be reminded at the beginning of 
their camp session.  Any electronic devices found after that time will be confiscated for the duration of the camp 
session. What is allowed? Disposable and digital cameras are permitted during camp activities, but are prohibited in the 
dorms. Cameras will be held for safekeeping by KSS staff. 
 
Spending Money: It is not necessary for campers to bring spending money.  If your camper is interested in purchasing 
items from the School Store, they can do so on the first and last day of each session.  Our staff is happy to accept tips if 
they are offered – however we do not ask for, nor expect, this type of treatment.  
 
Pets: All pets must be left at home. We also discourage campers from acquiring pets while at camp. 
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Luggage  
The dormitory rooms at Keystone Science School have space for a foot locker, large duffel bag, or suitcase to be stored 
underneath the beds. Please pack only what is necessary for your stay.  A daypack is necessary for use each day while at 
camp and can also be used for carry-on luggage if flying.  On a typical day, each camper will carry the following: snow 
gear, an additional warm layer, sunscreen, sunglasses, lip balm, pen/pencil, camera, hat, a lunch, and 2 one-liter water 
bottles.  Please make sure their day pack can comfortably hold these items and that all straps and zippers are intact, 
functional, and close properly. We do not have enough gear to lend out to every camper, so please try and come to 
camp prepared with the proper equipment. 
 

Lost & Found  
At the parent slideshow, at the end of the session, we will have a Lost & Found table.  We will hold all Lost & Found 
items until the end of our summer (August 14, 2015).  If your camper is missing a personal item, please call (970) 455-
4228 and we will look for it.  However, you can help with the finding process. Please write your camper’s name on 
everything that they bring to camp. You can stop by campus to pick it up or there is a $6 shipping charge to mail it.  
Anything not claimed by the end of the summer will either be donated to our gear shed or to a local thrift shop. 

 
Communication With KSS  
The Camp Team will keep you informed of session information and reminders throughout the year via email. During 
your camper’s session, parents needing to contact KSS Staff should call the Camp Office at (970) 455-4228.  Please notify 
the Camp Team in advance if your camper is to be picked up by a parent or guardian at any time during the session or if 
a family emergency occurs. Campers will not be able to make phone calls during their session, but our staff can relay any 
important messages to campers. 
 

Phone Calls  
We have a strict no-phone-home policy. Keystone Science School has found that phone calls home disrupt the overall 
camp experience, which is focused on independence and positive separation from home.  They also tend to enhance 
homesickness and stress from separation. Prior to sending your child to camp, please avoid saying things like “Call us if 
you have any problems” or “We’re only a phone call away!” If a family emergency arises in which you must contact your 
child prior to the end of the camp session, please call Keystone Science School’s office at (970) 455-4228.  

 For children arriving by plane:  Your child will be able to call you to let you know that he or she has arrived 
safely.  You may choose to send a cell phone with your child so that they may be able to call and notify you of 
safe arrival; however, KSS will hold the cell phone upon arrival at camp until returning the child to the airport. 

 

Visits  
Please do not attempt to execute a “surprise” visit for your camper. Personal visits by family and friends are limited to 
opening and closing days of the camp session. Visits from parents and loved ones disrupt the camp experience and 
increase the potential for other children to feel homesick.  
 

Registration Process  
To register for any of our Camp sessions, please visit our website at www.KeystoneScienceSchool.org/camp and click on 
our “Register Now” link on the Camp Programs page.  You will set up an online account and register your camper(s).  A 
20% deposit is due upon registration. All deposits are non-refundable. 
 

Helpful Tip: If you save your credit card information you will be able to set up a balance payment plan and use it for 
extra session options including DVDs, overnights, drop-in days, and even additional sessions.   
 

Paperwork 
Supplemental paperwork is needed for all of our programs in addition to registration. Once you've registered online, 
please check your confirmation email, which will tell you exactly which forms are needed for your sessions. All 

http://www.keystonescienceschool.org/camp
https://campscui.active.com/orgs/KeystoneScienceSchool5
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paperwork will be attached to your confirmation email and can also be found on your online account. If this is your first 
KSS program please fill out all supplemental paperwork. If you have registered for any of our Summer of Marvel 
programs and have already sent in your paperwork, you do not have to fill it out again. Once completed, we highly 
encourage you to scan and upload your paperwork to your online account. For questions regarding registration and 
paperwork please call Lisa Thatcher at (970) 455-4228 or email at LThatcher@KeystoneScienceSchool.org. 
 

Your tuition balance and all paperwork is due by March 9. If registered after March 9, full payment and 
paperwork is due upon registration.  
 

Cancellations 
Only the non-refundable deposit will be retained for cancellations made 15 days or more prior to the respective session 
of camp.  Cancellations postmarked within 15 days of the beginning of the respective session will be subject to a penalty 
of 50% of tuition.  No deductions are permitted for late arrivals or early departures.  If any camper is forced to leave the 
program due to behavior, injury or illness, a prorated refund, not to exceed 50% of tuition, may be granted.  

        

  

https://campsself.active.com/KeystoneScienceSchool5
mailto:LThatcher@KeystoneScienceSchool.org
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HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Our number one concern is to ensure the health and safety of each camper. All of our staff has, at a minimum First Aid 
and CPR. The majority of our team holds a current Wilderness First Aid (WFA) or Wilderness First Responder (WFR) 
certification and our Camp Director and Assistant Director hold medication administrator licenses in addition to their 
WFR. Our staff uniforms include first aid kits that are carried at all times. Several medical clinics are located within a 5-10 
minute drive of Keystone Science School and helicopter service to larger hospitals is available. 
 

Partnering With Parents For Student Care  
Since 1976, Keystone Science School has provided the highest quality, dynamic outdoor learning experiences for 
campers.  We need information from parents in order to provide the best experience possible for your children.  Please 
fill out all of the supplemental medical paperwork completely, have it signed, and scan it to your online account 
promptly.  These forms include the KSS Liability Form (signed online), KSS Medical Form, Physician’s Form (signed by 
doctor), Medication Authorization, and the Allergy/Asthma Action Plan (if camper carries Epi-Pen and/or inhaler and 
is signed by the doctor). It is essential that we receive this information so that we can effectively assist campers in the 
event of sudden illness or injury. 
 

CAMPERS WHO HAVE NOT SUBMITTED THEIR COMPLETED AND SIGNED PAPERWORK WILL NOT BE PERMITTED  
TO PARTICIPATE IN THEIR SPRING CAMP SESSION. 

 

Health Screening  
Upon arrival at camp your camper will undergo a short health screening. We do this to ensure the overall health of the 
camp community. This process ultimately ensures your camper leaves camp as healthy as they began. We will ask about 
recent injuries, how they feel, and do a quick, non-invasive lice check. 
 

Medications  
Each camper must give any medications to our on-site medical staff for safekeeping at the start of the session. This 
includes vitamins, over-the-counter pain relievers, prescription medicine, homeopathic remedies, and/or herbal 
medications.   
 

Please make sure that all medications are in their original bottles and are listed on your camper’s medication 
authorization form.  If your camper carries an inhaler or an EPI-pen, they must tell their counselor where it is at the start 
of camp, but they can keep it on their person. Please make sure that you have filled out an Allergy/Asthma Action Plan 
form and that is has been signed by a doctor. This form will be sent to you before March 9. 
 

Our on-site medical staff will be in charge of giving out medications throughout the session and you will have a chance 
to speak with them as part of the check-in process.  Medications will be kept in a secure place, and returned at the end 
of camp. If your camper becomes ill prior to arriving at camp, please call or write in advance to let us know about his/her 
condition.  
 

Insurance  
Cost for treatment arising out of an accident or injury while at camp is the responsibility of the camper’s 
parent/guardian.  Campers should have medical insurance, and proof of said insurance should be provided to Keystone 
Science School on the KSS Medical form.  If there is any question about this, please call the Camp Office at 970-455-
4228. 
 

Food Allergies  
Keystone Science School staff is prepared to manage common food allergies (nuts/dairy/gluten/etc.) if they are properly 
noted on your camper’s medical form. It is much harder to accommodate dietary restrictions if we’re not made aware 
of them ahead of time. Please communicate allergies and dietary restrictions to our Camp Team and note them on your 
camper’s medical form.  
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HELPING YOUR CAMPER PREPARE FOR CAMP 
Going away to camp can be both an exciting and anxious time for a child, especially if this is the first time away from 
home.  We believe that it is very important to support and encourage your child from the time of registration, to the 
time he or she returns home to share the experience of camp with you. 
 
Keystone Science School prides itself on how we handle homesickness or simply “missing home”. The staff that will work 
with your child receive specialty training in separation anxiety and homesickness.   Below is a list of talking points that will 
help you and your child succeed in the camp experience and come home full of stories and pride. 
 

1. Homesickness is the result of a loving home and caring parents.  
2. Homesickness is a natural part of leaving home for an extended time and it is normal. 
3. A child’s independence is gained when parents trust in their success away from home. 
4. As hard as it may be, avoid saying the following statements; 

• “I’ll miss you.” Some campers carry this heavy statement through camp. It can cause stress and 
worry.  Try “I’m proud of you!” instead. It conveys support and trust in what they’re doing. 

• “Call me if you need me.” KSS has a strict no phone-home policy. Homesickness can turn into 
severe homesickness the moment after a child is done speaking with a parent or loved one. 
Even the most content campers that speak with their parents while at camp undergo homesick 
feelings. Write encouraging letters or emails instead. 

• “I can pick you up if you want to go home…” Of course you can, but is that really the best 
option? This statement shows campers that you think they’ll want to go home, that you don’t 
trust them, and that it makes you nervous when they leave. This is a statement that should 
never be said. Remember at some point most children want to go home. Try “I’ll see you 
Sunday”, instead. 

5. Let your child take ownership of this experience. Have them pack themselves as much as possible. 
Let them make their bed upon arriving to camp. Include a laundry/plastic bag for dirty clothes and 
discuss or even practice living out of a suitcase. 

6. Talking about being away from home now is one of the best ways you can be a part of camp later. 
Start having your camper spend some time away from home and away from you. Encourage them to 
have sleepovers or spend the weekend at grandma’s. 

 
Again, homesickness and overcoming it is a normal process that helps children develop independence 
and self-confidence. 

 
You can assist us in providing a positive and rewarding experience for your child by instilling in them the belief that they 
are ready to leave home.  How you prepare your camper leading up to their departure can make an amazing difference 
in their camp experience.  Here are some more tips for getting your camper ready for this new adventure: 

- Walking/hiking is a big part of Spring Camp.  Practice going on some day hikes or short walks throughout the year, 
especially if your camper has new hiking boots to break in. 

- Talk about camp! Camp makes for great dinner conversation around the table and the conversation doesn’t need to 
end once their session is over. Make sure to keep your camper’s memories alive after their experience too. 
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FOR CAMPER’S EYES ONLY 
We look forward to seeing you this summer at Keystone Science School.  Whether you have been here before or maybe 
this is your first time to camp, we guarantee your session will be a new and unique experience.  Here are some hints and 
tips when packing and then a couple things for you to do to prepare for your visit.   
 

Packing Tips  

 Follow the packing list closely. Weather changes frequently in Summit County and we want you to be 
comfortable during your stay. Remember to pack layers. 

 Don’t bring your best clothes. It is more important to be prepared for the weather and conditions, so do not 
worry about being stylish. 

 Make sure you have sturdy, comfortable hiking or walking shoes because you will be spending your days outside 
and on the trail. 

 Leave candy and other junk food at home. Food cannot be brought in to the dorms. 

 Electronics (iPods, computer games, etc.) are not allowed at camp. But don’t worry, you are going to be so busy 
having fun with your new friends, there won’t be time to miss your iPad or your eReader. You can bring a 
camera (digital or disposable), but you must be responsible for taking care of it. 

 Please leave cell phones at home. They are also not allowed at camp.  

 Keystone Science School has a school store that will be open when your parents are here (at drop-off and pick-
up). You do not need to carry any spending money on you while you are at camp. 

Are you ready to… 

LEARN?  
A day at camp will be full of Science. Adventure. Fun! We will be using the great outdoors 
as our classroom and expect for you to work together with your trail group. 

PARTICIPATE? The more that you put into camp, the more you will get out of it! 

GET OUTSIDE? 
You will be outdoors most of the time, including going on an overnight backpacking trip 
and challenge hike. Make sure you pack appropriately. 

BE PREPARED? 
The weather will change throughout your session.  We will ask you to be responsible when 
you pack your day pack and overnight pack with all of the clothing and equipment you will 
need to stay warm and dry outside each day. 

BE RESPECTFUL AND 
RESPONSIBLE? 

We expect all campers to respect the PONY (Property, Others, Nature, Yourself). 

DO CHORES? 
We will ask you to participate in routine chores, like keeping your gear organized and 
accounted for, meal set-up/clean-up, and tipi/dorm clean-up. 

HAVE FUN? Duh! 

 

How Can Your Family Help?  
Participating in a camp program can be both exciting and intimidating, especially if this is the first time away from home. 
Your family and friends can help you prepare for your camp experience. 

Some topics you can discuss with your family before camp: 

 The new friendships you will make. 

 Differences in sleeping away from home (in a dorm). 

 Nighttime (darkness). 

 The importance of cooperation, consideration, community, and challenges. 

 The importance of respect for one’s own things, other’s property, and the natural world. 

 What you are nervous/excited about. 
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PACKING LIST 
These are the items KSS recommends for a great camp experience.  Use this checklist to mark off items as you pack.   

WRITE YOUR CHILD’S NAME ON ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING! 
PLEASE NOTE:  The weather at this time of year can be very unpredictable.  It has been known to snow every month of 

the year out here in high altitude Colorado!  Please pack appropriate equipment for rain, snow and sun.  There is no 
need to buy all new clothing and equipment for camp.  It is recommended that your child wear comfortable, well-used 

clothing (especially hiking boots and backpack) that is appropriate for hiking and playing in the snow.  Synthetic gear 
tends to do the best in an active camp environment.  Laundry facilities are not available except for emergencies. Expect 

your child to have fun & get dirty!  
 

WRITE YOUR CHILD’S NAME ON ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING! 
 

 

Tops 

o 1-2 long sleeved shirts 

o 1-2 t-shirts (KSS camp shirts, if 
you have them) 

o 1-2 sweatshirts 

o 1 warm jacket or coat (make 
sure it is good in the snow) 

o 1 additional warm layer; light 
wool sweater, or fleece pullover 

Bottoms 

o 1-2 pairs pants 

o 1 set of long underwear 

o 4-6 sets underwear 

o 1 pair snowpants 

Feet 

o 4-6 pairs of socks (2 pair being 
wool/synthetic) 

o 1 pair tennis shoes  

o 1 pair hiking boots/snow boots 

 
Hands and Head 

o 1 ball cap or bucket hat 

o 1 beanie or winter hat 

o 1 pair sunglasses 

o 1 pair of waterproof 
gloves/mittens Linens and Bedding 

o 1 set sleepwear  

o 1 sleeping bag or sheets and 
blanket  

o 1 pillow and pillow case 

o 1 towel 

o 1 wash cloth  

o 1 laundry bag 

o plastic bags for wet clothing 

 

Gear/Misc. 

o Flashlight with extra batteries 

o Day pack with good, supportive 
shoulder straps with either a hip 
strap or belt 

o 2 large Liter-sized water bottles 
with screw-on top that does not 
leak. Bottle should have a clip or 
carabiniere used to attach to Day 
Pack. * Let your camper know they 
should drink at least one of these 
per day. 

o Comb/brush 

o Toothbrush & Toothpaste 

o Shampoo, soap, etc. 

o Sunscreen & Lip balm – Both 
should have SPF 30 or higher 

Luggage & Extras 

o Medium-sized footlocker, 
large duffle bag or suitcase. Must 
slide underneath bunk beds (no 
more than 16" in height) Everything 
should fit into their luggage and day 
pack combined. 

o Book 

o Journal & Pens/Pencils 

o Disposable or Digital 
Camera (KSS is not responsible for 
anything lost or damaged.) 
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TRANSPORTATION, ARRIVAL, & DEPARTURE INFORMATION 
 

Arrival/Departure Information 
 

Arrival: The arrival time for Spring-Into-Adventure Camp is 5:00pm on the first day of your child’s camp session. Please 
do not arrive earlier.  Our camp staff will hold any early arrivals in the parking lot until 5:00pm.  If you will be running 
late or have any trouble finding us, please call (970) 455-4228.  For check-in procedures, please see page 17.  The School 
Store will be open during check-in. 
 

Departure: On the last day of camp we ask that parents, friends, and family arrive in time for the 10:00am slideshow. 
After some songs, skits, and a few announcements, we’ll present a multimedia slideshow of the session that will last 
approximately 30 minutes. Slideshow DVDs are available for purchase after the presentation or through your online 
account.  Campus will be open for a half hour after the slideshow for a visit to our School Store, loading up, meeting the 
counselors and saying final goodbyes. Please abide by these time restrictions, as it is extremely difficult for staff to 
accommodate your child outside of these times. Families late in picking up their child may be charged additional fees 
for extended supervision. 
 

Your Whereabouts: It is important for us to know where you are located during your child’s stay.  If at any time you will 
be at an address and/or phone number different from what you gave us during registration, please let us know by calling 
the Camp Office at (970) 455-4228 or emailing LThatcher@KeystoneScienceSchool.org.  Please leave a message if no one 
is available to answer. 

 

Travel by Automobile 

Please adhere to the arrival and departure times listed below. Any early arrivals will be held in the parking lot and late 
pick-ups might result in an extra fee. Please call the Camp Office at (970) 455-4228 if you are running late on arrival or 
departure day.  
 
Directions from Denver: Take Interstate 70 west to the Dillon/Silverthorne Exit 205.  This exit is approximately 75 miles 
west of Denver and is approximately a 1 ½ hour drive.  Take Highway 6 east about 6 miles to Keystone.  At the only 
stoplight in Keystone (W. Keystone Rd.), turn right and then immediately bear left.  Go one-half mile to Soda Ridge Road 
and turn right.  Soda Ridge Road ends at the Keystone Science School (approximately 1.1 miles).  Parking is to the left 
immediately after passing the Keystone Stables.  Please see page 17 for check-in details. 

Travel by Airplane 

If your camper is traveling by plane, please make your child’s airplane reservations for camp as soon as possible so that 
you can adhere to the time frames below. Please email your camper’s itinerary to the Camp Office as soon as possible. A 
KSS staff member will meet your child at the incoming arrivals area in the main concourse, at the top of the escalators. 
Our staff member will be wearing a Keystone Science School T-shirt and holding a KEYSTONE SCIENCE SCHOOL sign for 
easy identification. If you purchase an unaccompanied minor ticket, please contact the Camp Office at 
LThatcher@KeystoneScienceSchool.org or (970) 455-4228 so that we can help you orchestrate that.  
 
TRAVELERS BY PLANE PLEASE NOTE: A dinner is served on the first day of camp and breakfast is the last meal offered on 
the final day of camp.  Lunches will be made available at no extra charge to children whose air travel plans leave them 
without a meal at lunchtime.  

Arrival Time:  5:00pm sharp on the first day of your camp session.   
Departure Time:  Plan to attend the slideshow presentation at 10:00am on the last day of 
your camper’s session.  Campus will close at approximately 11:30am. 

Arrival at Denver International Airport (DEN): Between 12:00pm-2:00pm  

Departure from Denver International Airport (DEN): Between 3:00pm-5:00pm  

Fees: $100 round trip/$50 one-way (You can add this option through your online account or as part of registration) 

mailto:LThatcher@KeystoneScienceSchool.org
mailto:LThatcher@KeystoneScienceSchool.org
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Directions to Camp: 
Take Interstate 70 west to the Dillon/Silverthorne exit - Exit 205.  This exit is approximately 75 miles west of Denver and 
is approximately a 1 ½ hour drive.  Take Highway 6 east about 6 miles to Keystone.  At the only stoplight in Keystone (W. 
Keystone Rd.), turn right and then immediately bear left.  Go one-half mile to Soda Ridge Road and turn right.  Soda 
Ridge Road ends at the Keystone Science School (approximately 1.1 miles).  Parking is to the left immediately after 
passing the Keystone Stables).  

If using GPS: Travel to1053 Soda Ridge Rd. Keystone, CO  80435 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Check-in Procedures 
 

- Arrive at KSS at 5:00pm. Park in the parking lot, where you will be met by some of our Camp staff. 
- Next stop is the check-in tent. Our Camp Coordinator will make sure all of your paperwork is up-to-

date and sign your camper in. We thank you for your patience in advance as we go through this 
process.   

- You will be given a Check-in Passport, which will guide you through the next steps of the process. 
These include moving in to the dorms and Tipis, checking in medications, and getting your camper’s 
health check. 

- Once you have received all of your stamps on your passport, say your goodbyes, give your hugs, and 
we will see you at the slideshow. 

 


